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ThePeopleof India, passngthrough seventy-three
years of Independence in which we dreamt of
democracy and secularism, have now come to
timesof autocr acy and tothe concept of allegiance
to a single-religion, instead of a secular State.
Would you please throw some light on the crises
of the sort that we ar e encountering today?

Thedebateontheideaof Indiawasstarted some
95-100 years ago. When it was clear the British
coloniser will leave the subcontinent eventual ly, what
kind of anation must Indiabe, wasaseriousquestion
inthemindsof al shadesof freedomfighters. thelndian
Nationd Congress, theHindu Right forces, theMudim
League, thecommunigts, socidigts, thedalit leaderseic.
Including the British government, thepolitica partiesin
the UK, the British academics all entered in the
deliberationson what kind of anation Indiamust be.

TheHindu Rightand Mudim Leagueagreedin
atwo nation theory, which after many riotsand violence,
the Congress and the British government also agreed
eventually. Thus, Pakistan wasformed asan Islamic
state as Muslim League wanted. But India did not
becomeaHindu rashtra, asthe Hindu M ahasabhaand
the RSSwanted. Indian remained asecular nation, Snce
the Hindu Right lost the debate to the secular, liberd
Congressleaderslike Gandhi, and Nehru, sawartslike
Ambedkar, thecommunistsand thesocidists, whowere
mostly western educated and strong believersof plura
democracy. Ingdethe congtituent assembly and outside,
theideaof contractua nationalismwon over theideaof
majoritarian nationalism of the Hindu Right.

Dr. Vinod K. Jose
Executive Editor, The Caravan

Thiswide range of supporters of contractual
nationalism--of people who speak many languages,
follow many faiths, est many kindsof food, al agreeing
to live together as one people on the promise of the
Condtitution wasanideaborrowed directly from France
and England. Mgoritarian nationdism, asGermany and
Italy followed under Hitler and Mussolini, was
something that was condemned by democratsin India,
except, by the Hindu Right forces. They could not win
the public opinioninitially, but gradually, over many
landmark historical events, and movements, the once
condemned idea of majoritarian nationalismistoday
thedominant ideain India. Therdigiousfreedom, rule
of law, freedom of speech and expression, areal under
threat whenaplura democracy giveway tomgoritarian
democracy. Multiple international agencies have
expressed their worriesin Indiasdiding ranksin many
of these yardsticks measuring the many kinds of
freedoms.

This tells us two things today: we are at an
importanttimehigtoricaly inthedirectioninwhichIndian
democracy isheading. Second, when all democratic
ingtitutions, fromjudiciary, to mediato adminigtration
tolegidature, losethedemocratic character, what does
itmeanfor religiousminoritiessuch asChristians? The
sense of security of aperson in ademocracy isfrom
thefact that itsinditutionswill befair. Can Indiacontinue
to befair and treat everyoneequal infront of thelaw?
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Much discussion has been there relating to
religious fundamentalism, extremism and
terrorism.Inthelast few monthsin Kerala, Idamic
fundamentalism has been in discourse.
Organisationsrelated to SanghParivar havebeen
actively involved in these deliberations. Even as
Islamic fundamentalism is a reality here, the
Hindu outfitshavealso contributed to communal
polarisation and violence. Would you then indicate
why the present responses areimbalanced?

Terrorisminthenameof religionisapolitical
redity al over theworld. Onemust understandit playing
out globally, aswell asnationally and regionally. Itis
asotruethat many of therdigiousextremist forceswork
together. Like how the British helped the Hindu
Mahasabhaand Jnnah'sMudim League cometogether
and form governmentsjointly, whenit put theleaders
of theCongress, communistisand socidigtsinjail. Hindu
Mahasabhaand Mudlim League were two extremes.
Smilarly, weseethe CI A had hel ped Osamabin Laden
and Al Quedain the 1980s, and closer home, Indira
Gandhi helped Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, the
Khalistani militant in the 1970s. So these political
coming together of terrorist or extremist forcesbehind
the scenes is something that one should learn from
history. So degpening one'sown understanding beyond
the mediaheadlines of the current timesisimportant.
Peace loving people can't have dlies in extremist
organisationsor forcesbelievinginviolence. Theonly
aliesademocrat can work together arethosewho work
for truth, justice and peace. And themeansto achieve
truth, justiceand peace must be nonviolent. Soto attack
one kind of extremist force, one should not seek the
hel p of another extremist force.

| haven't followed the debates going on in
Kerdaindetall. But fromacursory look, | fedl people
are emotionally approaching many issues, without
proper perspectiveor adequate studies. Thishelpsthose
who set an agenda in advance and those who create
narratives. The question that must be askedisthat do
we have the right information, understanding and
spiritual preparedness beforewe jump at something,
and sart fightingemotionaly?

Tofight theright fightsin modern Indian, we
need the spirit of peoplelike St ThomasMore. Inthe
early 1500, when Thomas More said heimagined a
political system where every adult must be having a
right to cast hisor her vote, people laughed at him,
and ridiculed him. More's moral position later for
another issuewasquestioned by thekingand wasgiven
desth pendty. Butinacoupleof centuries|ater, Europe
adopted More'sfoundationa principleof democracy-
-universal adult franchise. Where are the Thomas
More'sof 21t century Asia? Can they comefromour
Kerala, our homes, our neighborhoods?

Of late, even the Vatican news has reported of
the per secution of Christiansin India. Would you
kindly pinpoint the persecutions of today and
explore the causes thereto. Is it because the
SanghParivar has taken up the reins of the
mainlinemediathat they maintain silencein this
regard?

A recent Sudy hasshownthehatecrimesagaing
ChrigiansinIndiahaverisen by anaarming 40 percent
since the Corona lockdown. Nearly 300 cases are
reported in Indiain the past few months, and these
include attacksat religious|eaders, priests, attackson
those who attend churches or attacking the church
building etc.

Often these attacks happen away fromthebig
cities, inthesmall townsand villages, and hardly get
the media attention it deserves. The reason why
mainstream Indian press do not cover most of the
atrocitiesagaing religiousminorities, and thebackward
classpeoplearebecause | ndian mediaispredominantly
owned by the trading Baniya or priestly Brahmin
castes. According to the latest studies on
representation, the jobs of reporters and editors--
about 88 percent of them--are in the hands of upper
castes who come to less than fifteen percent of the
population. In other words, about 85 percent of people
getonly 12 percent jobs. Thelack of diversity inIndian
mediaisabig problem. Itisdsotruefor Indianjudiciary.
Some of these questions in the coming years may
becomemgjor flashpoints, sncethe questionsonwhat
democracy, whose democracy would continueto get
asked as Indian society becomes mgoritarianinits

character. ek
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India: Christian Woman Killed,
the Fifth Victim in Two Months

Inthewake of the recent murder of ayoung Christian
woman in Jharkhand, Bishop Binay Kandulana of
Khunti appedlsfor reigioustolerance, saying that “we
havetorespect all.”

A Youngwoman, constantly harassed for her Chrigtian
faith, has been murdered by unknown assailants in
Redhadi, avillageinthe Khunti district of Jharkhand.
Suman Munda, a 25-year-old Christian, was
discovered dead in adeserted place near her homeon
19 duly after asearch by family reativeswho had come
tovigt her but could not find her. Thissad devel opment
makes Suman Mundathefifth victim in adisturbing
trend of murdersof Christiansin Indiain the past two
months. On 24 June, another Christian, Ramji Munds,
27, waskilled onthe outskirtsof hisvillagein Khunti
districtin Jnarkhand, Eastern India

Lamenting the situation, Bishop Binay Kandulna of
Khunti said that ‘’it is a matter of serious concern
becausethe statewitnessed aChristian mankilled only
last monthinthe samedistrict.” Local mediareports
indicatethat the Police are questioning four suspectsin
connectionwith themurder.

Christiansworried

According to a local pastor, Munda converted to
Chrigtianity about Six yearsago and had Sincethen been
continuously harassed by some radical Hindu
nationalistsfor her decision. He pointed out that other

Chrigiansinthat areaaredill faced with that challenge,
“’We are scared and our prople are shattered,” the
pastor said expressing his concerns. ‘’We have to
respect dl”” Caling for religious tolerance, Bishop
Kandunasaid, ‘" Personsof faith areacreation of God
and wehaveto respect al.”

But, he pointed out, "somevested interest groupsare
trying to target minoritiesin the stateto spread hatred
among variousfaithswho are otherwise peace-loving
people." "We condemn the killing and appeal to the
adminigtrationto take strict action againgt the cul prits,”
hesaid, adding that "itisvery unfortunatethat wehave
lost apreciouslife.”

Other victims

Between 25 May and 10 July, four Christians- aman,
awoman, ateenage boy and apastor have beenkilled
for their faith in the Asian country. Thekillingstook
place in Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, and
Maharashtra. Persecution Relief, anecumenica forum
that supportspersecuted Christiansin India, recorded
527 casesof Christian persecution in 2019 compared
to 447 in 2018, 440 in 2017, and 330 in 2016, with
293 casesin thefirst half of 2020. Between January
2016 and June 2020, therefore, there were 2,067
crimesingpired by rdigiousintoleranceagaing Chrigians
inIndia. (Vatican News, https. www.vaticannews.
va/en/.)
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Near |y 6000 converted to ldam in Kerala: TOIl Report
Thiruvananthapuram: According to anintelligencereport submitted to the state police chief seven months
ago, and accessed by TOI, two ‘recognized’ religious conversion centersin K ozhikode and Malappuram
converted asmany as 5,793 peopleto | dam between 2011 and 2015. Conversionshappening in unrecognized
centersin thestate could be much higher, fear top government officialswho, for obviousreasonsdidn’t want

to be named.

Thereport statesthat amost half of thosewho converted to |dam arewomen, and that the mgjority
of these women, (76%) are below 35 years. Of those converted, 4,719 were Hindus and the remaining
1,074 mostly Chrigtian. Theconversionshappened at Tharbiyathul [Iam Sabhain K ozhikodeand Monunsthil
Idam Sabhaat Ponnani, two traditiona religiousingtitutionsinthe state‘ authorized’ to convert peoplefrom
other religionsto Idlam. (K .P. Saikiran@timesgr oup.com)

KERALA BISHOPS SEEK ACTION AGAINST TERROR NETWORK

Catholic bishops in Kerala have warned about the
increasing influence of international terrorist outfits such
as Isamic State in the southern Indian state.
Thebishops' call followsaUnited Nationsreport which
said there are Islamic State-related terrorists in the
southern states of Kerala and Karnataka.
Groupslikea-Qaida on the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS)
and Islamic State have a “significant” number of
members in the two states, said the report of the
UN'’s analytical support and sanctions monitoring team
released on July 25.

The bishops want to create “ greater awareness’ among
people about the terror outfits and their motives to keep
their countrymen, “ especially the youth, away from the
destructive elements.”

Kerala Catholic Bishops Council made the call at the
end of its five-day monsoon gathering on Aug. 8. The
online meeting was attended by 47 bishops from al 29
diocesesin the state. The Covid-19 pandemic restrained
physical meeting.

The UN report should become“ an eye-opener to officials
in Kerala state,” it said. It wanted them “to take
appropriate steps to check the growth of such elements
from getting rooted.” According to the UN report, a
member state said the Indian unit of ISamic State has
180-200 members and “significant numbers’ are from
Kerala and Karnataka states.

Thebishops' statement said that “ people should seriously
view thegrowing influence of terrorism and other divisive
forcesin society.” The bishopsalso appealed to themedia
to play avery activeroleand not closetheir eyestowards
“this serious problem of terrorism and protecting society.”
Bishop Alex Vadakumthala of Kannur said that
bishops had taken the “ UN report asawarning for al of
usto protect our children and the nation.” “Our effort is
to ensure peace and harmony in society, and the ISamic
terror outfits are a real threat to such efforts,” he told
UCA News on Aug. 9. He said the bishops want
“everyone including people, media and the government
to keep a watch on such elements that are bent upon
destroying our peace and harmony.” (UCA News)
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